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tore it to shreds, and created the worst situation since the famine.
The terrible murder of Lord Lcitrim in Donegal (2 April 1878)
was the first thunderclap in the storm. Two Fenians, frowned on
by their organizations, but much helped by fellow members,
resolved to seize its opportunities. One was Michael Davitt,1
who had been released in December 1877 after serving seven
years and seven months in penal servitude for treason-felony.
The other was John Devoy of the Clan-na-Gacl, the American
branch of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. At first the agrarian
revolt spread unhclped by the parliamentarians. But on 7 June
1879, a month after Butt's death, Parncll threw his mantle over
it. On 21 October the Irish National Land League was formed,
with Parnell as president, two Fenians (Biggar and Egan) as
treasurers, and two more Fenians (Davitt and Brennan) as secre-
taries. Thenceforward the concerted deployment of Irish revolu-
tionary forces on t\vo fronts—at Westminster and over the Irish
countryside-—confronted British statesmanship with an unparal-
leled challenge.
Grave as were these troubles near home, the cabinet was
more engrossed, and the public imagination more struck, by two
blood-curdling disasters in distant fields—that of Isandhlwana
(22 January 1879) and that of Kabul (3 September 1879). Both
were incidental to 'forward* policies; and they helped to swing
the see-saw of British public opinion heavily against Disraelian
imperialism* What had touched its zenith of popularity in July
1878 approached its nadir fourteen months later.
Let us take the South African story first. Lord Carnarvon,
who became colonial secretary in 1874, had during his earlier
tenure of the same office sponsored the Act of 1867 which
federated Canada. It became now his leading idea to federate
South Africa. His predecessor, Lord Kimberlcy, had favoured
the project; and the native peril, which then confronted the four
white South African communities, gave it much plausibility.
But Carnarvon acted without tact* His first proposals were ill
1 Michael Davitt (1846-1906), born co. Mayo; aged 6 when his father was evicted
and emigrated to Lancashire; aged 11 when as child-worker in a cotton-mill he lost
Inn right arm in the machinery* Joined I.R.B. 1865; organising secretary for Eng-
land and Scotland, lUCJiJj sentenced to twelve years* penal servitude, 1870; released
by efforts of Isaac Butt, December 1877; in America and with Henry George, 1878?
launched Irish agrarian revolt, 1879; M*P. 1880-99; conflict with Parncll over land
nationalization, z88t*; ami-Parnellite, 1892; helped the Boers, i$oo-a. Chief repre-
sentative of Collectivism within the Irish Nationalist movement,

